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New Hampshire votes 


A voter steps from a booth Tuesday after casting a ballot in the New Hampshire 
primary in Manchester, N.H. Even before most of the vote was tallied, some 
Democrats started dropping out of the race. [MATT ROURKE/ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


See story on Page A5 
and find the latest 
on statesman.com. 


DOJ lawyers quit Stone case 


Justice Department 
announces it will seek 
to reduce sentence for 
Trump confidant 


By Michael Balsamo 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
Justice Department said 
Tuesday it will take the 
extraordinary step of low- 
ering the amount of prison 
time it will seek for Roger 
Stone, an announcement 
that came just hours after 
President Donald Trump 
complained that the rec- 
ommended sentence for 
his longtime ally and confi- 
dant was “very horrible and 


unfair.” 

The move prompted near 
immediate protest from 
prosecutors on the case. One 
resigned as an assistant U.S. 
attorney. The second filed a 
notice with the court that 
he was leaving his position 
as a special prosecutor with 
the U.S. attorney’s office in 
Washington, although he 
would remain as an assistant 
U.S. attorney in Baltimore. 

The Justice Department 
said the decision to shorten 
the sentencing recommen- 
dation was made Monday 
night — before Trump’s 
tweet — and that prosecu- 
tors had not spoken to the 
White House about it. 


SXSW speakers 
cover a lot of ground 


Lineup runs from 
Kim Kardashian West 
to Noam Chomsky 


By Joe Gross 
jgross@statesman.com 


Kim Kardashian West. 
Noam Chomsky. Lulu 
Wang. Judd Apatow. 

Is it the world’s most 
random “Hollywood 
Squares” lineup? No, that's 
a small sample of the high- 
wattage names coming to 
Austin in March for South 
by Southwest 2020. 

On Tuesday, organizers 


revealed the sprawling 
event’s final keynote and 
featured speaker lineups. 

While there is nobody on 
the list with the star power 
of President Barack Obama 
(sorry, Kim), who, along 
with Michelle Obama, was 
a keynote speaker in 2016, 
this lineup emphasizes the 
extent to which SXSW has 
expanded far past its roots 
as amusic and film festival 
and become a must-attend 
appointment for folks from 
a wide variety of fields. 


See SXSW, A10 


The move was sure to 
raise questions about 
political interference and 
whether Trump’s views 
hold unusual sway over the 
Justice Department, which 
is meant to operate indepen- 
dently of the White House in 
criminal investigations and 
prosecutions. 

Attorney General William 
Barr has been a steady ally 
of Trump’s, clearing the 
president of obstruction of 
justice even when special 
counsel Robert Mueller had 
pointedly declined to do 
so and declaring that the 
FBI’s Russia investigation 


See STONE, A5 


GOP candidates 
urged to avoid 
bipartisan forums 


Republican memo 
instructs candidates to 
avoid primary events 
with Democrats 


By Asher Price 
aprice@statesman.com 


The Texas Republican Party 
has instructed GOP candi- 
dates to decline invitations 
to primary candidate forums 
that involve Democrats, 
according to an internal 
memo obtained Tuesday by 
the American-Statesman. 

The advisory comes as 
Republicans are girding for 
possible close contests come 
November in several con- 
gressional and state House 
districts that have been in 
Republican hands for years, 
amid rapid demographic 
changes and shifting political 
terrain in Texas suburbs. 

“Selected left-leaning 
groups are organizing events 
around the state and invit- 
ing Republican candidates 
to participate,” according to 
the memo, authored by party 
Chairman James Dickey and 
sent to Republican candidates, 
elected officials, and party 
leadership. “The Republican 
Party of Texas strongly 
advises against any partici- 
pation during the Primary in 
any events, including forums 
or debates, that involves can- 
didates from other parties.” 


Texas GOP Chairman James 
Dickey has instructed 
Republican candidates to stay 
away from primary forums 
where Democrats might be 
present. [NICK WAGNER/AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN] 


The memo, dated Jan. 21, 
says the primary election “is 
the time for Republican voters 
in Texas to decide between 
the filed Republican candi- 
dates for their nominee for the 
General Election. The General 
Election will be the opportu- 
nity for Republican nominees 
to face off against those from 
other parties.” 

It concludes: “If you have 
been offered an invite to an 
event of this type, please 
decline, and also send us a 
copy or the details of the invi- 
tation so we can stay abreast 
of developments.” 


See GOP, A8 


MJ Hegar makes 2nd 
run on bigger stage 


Air Force veteran 
touts crossover 
appeal in Senate bid 


By Nicole Cobler 
ncobler@statesman.com 


MJ Hegar is standing two 
stair steps above a couple of 
dozen supporters squeezed 
into a home in North Austin. 

This is familiar territory 
for Hegar, a Democratic can- 
didate for U.S. Senate who 
spoke at the January meet- 
and-greet roughly 5 miles 
from the home where she 
grew up and close to the Cedar 
Park elementary school where 
she met her future husband. 

“I really think that it takes 
someone who was raised 
in Texas, who understands 
Texans,” Hegar, who now 
lives in Round Rock, told the 
room of supporters. 

Hegar has made a name 
for herself in Texas politics, 
first in a bid for a U.S. House 


Democratic Senate 
candidates 


The American-Statesman is 
profiling the top six Democratic 
candidates for U.S. Senate. 

To watch Statesman editorial 
board interviews with the can- 
didates, go to statesman.com. 
Monday: Chris Bell 

Tuesday: Amanda Edwards 
Today: MJ Hegar 

Thursday: Sema Hernandez 
Friday: Cristina Tzintzun 
Ramirez 

Saturday: Royce West 


district north of Austin two 
years ago. Her “Doors” cam- 
paign video, which showed 
her path from military hero 
to congressional candidate, 
garnered more than 3 mil- 
lion views on YouTube and 
attracted support from the 
likes of Natalie Portman. 


See HEGAR, A12 
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TODAY 
PM Clearing 
59°/ 41° 


THURSDAY FRIDAY 
| Mostly sunny | Mostly sunny 
57° / 34° 59°/ 40° 7 6566820202 


From Jan. 20 to March 2, 
nominate an Austin-area nurse 
to be recognized as the best in 


their profession. 


Nominate your nurse today at 
recognizingnurses.com. 


